
READS THIS MONTH
new fiction + non-fiction + children’s + YA

October 2020

BOOK OF THE MONTH
Rivers | Ian Hoskins | $49.99

In this broad-ranging survey of 
some of Australia’s most well-
known, loved, engineered 
and fought over rivers, from 
Melbourne’s Yarra to the 
Alligator rivers of Kakadu, award-
winning author Ian Hoskins 
presents a history of our complex 
connections to water.



October 2020

NEW FICTION TOP PICKS
The Living Sea of 
Waking Dreams
Richard Flanagan
$32.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

Strangely beautiful and 
uplifting, this is Booker 
Prize-winning novelist 
at his most astonishing 
best. 

Honeybee
Craig Silvey
$32.99
Out 28 Sept 2020

Tender and filled with 
luminous characters, 
this is the highly antic-
ipated new novel by 
the bestselling author of 
Jasper Jones.

All Our Shimmering 
Skies
Trent Dalton
$32.99
Out 28 Sept 2020

The international 
bestselling author of 
Boy Swallows Universe 
returns with a glorious 
novel destined to 
become another 
Australian classic.

Inside Story
Martin Amis
$35.00
Out 28 Sept 2020

The unseen portrait of 
Martin Amis’ extraor-
dinary life, as a man 
and a writer. Exuberant, 
meditative and heart-
breaking.

Our Shadows
Gail Jones
$32.99
Out 28 Sept 2020

Two sisters grow to 
understand the imagi-
native force of the past 
and the legacy of their 
shared orphanhood.

Jack
Marilynne Robinson
$29.99
Out 28 Sept 2020

A Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author returns to the 
world of Gilead in one 
of the great works of 
contemporary Ameri-
can fiction.

‘I read this in a heartbeat. Full of pain, 
beauty and unforgettable characters.’ – 
Kate Prendergast

http://The Living Sea of Waking Dreams
http://The Living Sea of Waking Dreams
http://Honeybee
http://All Our Shimmering Skies
http://All Our Shimmering Skies
http://Inside Story
http://Our Shadows
http://Jack


October 2020

Trio
William Boyd
$32.99
Out 8 Oct 2020

From one of Britain’s 
best-loved writers, the 
story of three people 
living secret lives in the 
tumultuous summer of 
1968.

At Night’s End
Nir Baram
$32.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

A compassionate novel 
about a friendship 
between two boys who 
become men haunted 
by a shared past. 

Glorious Guiness Girls
Emily Hourican
$32.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

From Ireland to 1920s 
London, a glorious, 
richly textured novel 
which takes us to the 
heart of the remark-
able real-life story of 
the Guinness Girls.

Song of the Crocodile 
Nardi Simpson
$32.99
Out 28 Sept 2020

Full of music, Yuwaa-
laraay language and 
exquisite description, 
Song of the Crocodile 
is a lament to choice 
and change, and the 
unyielding land that 
sustains us all.

‘An early Christmas present to myself 
and a reminder to read more translated 
literature.’ – Kate Prendergast

Trust
Chris Hammer
$32.99
Out 14 Oct 2020

Set in a Sydney riven 
with corruption, Trust is 
the third riveting novel 
from award-winning 
and internationally 
acclaimed writer Chris 
Hammer.

A Song for the Dark 
Times
Ian Rankin
$29.99
Out 28 Sept 2020

When his daughter 
Samantha calls in the 
dead of night, John 
Rebus knows it’s not 
good news. Rankin 
delivers his next must-
read Rebus thriller. 

http://Trio
http://At Night’s End
http://Glorious Guiness Girls
http://Song of the Crocodile


October 2020

NEW NON-FICTION TOP PICKS
Places We Swim 
Sydney
Caroline Clements
$39.99
Out 20 Sept 2020

From neighbourhood 
city pools to lush 
gorges, this book 
celebrates magnificent 
swimming locations, 
as well as the diverse 
landscapes and wa-
ter-loving communities 
that make up Sydney.

Way of the Australian 
Bushwalker
Melissa Harper
$34.99
Out 1 Oct 2020

Whether you’re inclined 
to put on your walking 
boots and pack your 
sleeping bag, or would 
rather stay in a luxury 
hut, this surefooted, 
witty book reveals how 
the ordinary act of 
walking can become 
extraordinary.

Moonlite
Garry Linnell
$34.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

A brilliant work of nov-
elistic nonfiction about 
Captain Moonlite – a 
gay Irish-born bushranger 
in the era of Ned Kelly 
with a love of poetry and 
guns.

Watch our event with the 
author on the Roaring 
Stories YouTube channel!

The Infiltrators
Norman Ohler
$39.99
Out 1 Oct 2020

The story of two lovers 
who led a network of 
antifascists in Berlin’s 
bohemian underworld. 
Drawing on unpublished 
diaries, letters and 
Gestapo files, Norman 
Ohler spins an unfor-
gettable tale of love, 
heroism and sacrifice. 

Lowitja
Stuart Rintoul
$45.00
Out Sept 2020

A ground-breaking and 
long-awaited biography 
that completes that 
journey into Lowitja’s 
life and the challenging 
history of her times. It is a 
remarkable work about 
an extraordinary woman.

Soar
David McAllister
$39.99
Out 1 Oct 2020

From the backblocks of 
Perth to international 
stardom, this is a story of 
courage to fight against 
the odds for your 
passion and succeed.

http://Places We Swim Sydney
http://Places We Swim Sydney
http://Way of the Australian Bushwalker
http://Way of the Australian Bushwalker
http://Moonlite
http://The Infiltrators
http://Lowitja
http://Soar


October 2020

The Flying Kangaroo
Neil Montagnana-
Wallace
$49.99
Out 13 Oct 2020

With never-be-
fore-seen photographs 
and historical detail 
from Qantas’s 
archives, this book 
celebrates a century 
of Australian aviation 
and a nation always 
reaching for the sky.

Australian Food
Bill Granger
$49.99
Out 13 Oct 2020

The hotly anticipated 
new book from Bill 
Granger celebrates 
today’s bright picture 
of Australian food – 20 
years since he released 
the bestselling Sydney 
Food.

Living With the 
Anthropocene
Cameron Muir
$32.99
Out Oct 2020

Some of Australia’s 
best-known writers and 
thinkers come togeth-
er to reflect on what 
it is like to be alive 
during an ecological 
crisis. How do we hold 
onto hope?

Is This Anything?
Jerry Seinfeld
$49.99
Out 6 Oct 2020

Jerry Seinfeld’s favourite 
material, organised 
decade by decade. 
Readers witness the 
evolution of one of the 
great comedians of 
our time and gain new 
insights into the thrilling 
but unforgiving art of 
stand-up.

Use it All
Alex Elliott-Howery and 
Jaimee Edwards
$39.99
Out 21 Sept 2020

A kitchen skills hand-
book to buy less, waste 
less, save money and 
make more with what 
you’ve got by the 
original waste warriors.

A Letter to Layla
Ramona Koval
$34.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

Full of revealing ex-
changes with scientists 
and writers whose 
knowledge of the past 
and visions for the future 
could hold the key 
to our next evolution, 
A Letter to Layla will 
surprise and delight in 
equal measure. 

http://The Flying Kangaroo
http://Australian Food 
http://Living With the  Anthropocene
http://Living With the  Anthropocene
http://Use it All


October 2020

NEW CHILDREN’S TOP PICKS

Hello Jimmy!
Anna Walker
$24.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

A tender, touching 
story of a young boy 
and his father;of what 
comes between them 
and what brings them 
together.

The Illustrated Encyclo-
pedia of Dangerous 
Animals
Sami Bayly
$32.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

A beautifully illustrated 
encyclopaedia that 
helps us appreciate 
the incredible features 
of some of our more 
hair-raising species.

Hollowpox 
Jessica Townsend
$17.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

Morrigan Crow faces 
her most dangerous 
challenge yet in 
her latest Wundrous 
adventure, from one 
of Australia’s best 
selling and most loved 
authors.

The Stolen Prince of 
Cloudburst
Jaclyn Moriarty
$29.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

A magical tale of 
mystery and adventure 
that proves that even 
ordinary middle children 
can be heroes.

Ghostbear
Paul McDermott
$24.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

Where have all the 
brave bears gone? 
Under the bright, shining 
stars, a young cub lost 
in the snow searches 
for the ones he loves. A 
moving tale from per-
former, writer and artist 
Paul McDermott.

Australia’s Wild Weird 
Wonderful Weather
Stephanie Owen Reeder
$24.99
Out 1 Oct 2020

Explore the wide range 
of weather in Australia! 
Bite-size pieces of 
information presented 
alongside graphic illus-
trations entice young 
readers. 

PICTURE BOOK

OLDER READERS OLDER READERS

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

PICTURE BOOK

‘Moriarty does the most amazing 
fantasy. This one is just fabulous. Highly 
recommended!’ – Bronwyn Richens

http://Hello Jimmy!
http://The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Dangerous Animals
http://The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Dangerous Animals
http://The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Dangerous Animals
http://Hollowpox
http://The Stolen Prince of Cloudburst
http://The Stolen Prince of Cloudburst
http://Ghostbear
http://Australia’s Wild Weird Wonderful Weather
http://Australia’s Wild Weird Wonderful Weather


October 2020

Catvinkle and the 
Missing Tulips
Elliot Perlman
$19.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

Award-winning novelist 
Elliot Perlman’s second 
book of Catvinkle’s 
adventures is another 
wise, wonderful tale.

Future Girl
Asphyxia
$24.99
Out 29 Sept 2020

Future Girl is the art 
journal of sixteen-
year-old Piper, a visual 
extravaganza of text, 
paint, collage and 
drawings, woven into a 
deeply engaging com-
ing-of-age story set in 
near-future Melbourne.

The History of Everything 
in 32 Pages
Anna Claybourne
$29.99
Out Nov 2020

From the creation of the 
stars, the dawn of the 
dinosaurs, and on to the 
first humans, empires 
and technology, this 
incredible book will take 
you through the history 
of, well, everything!

Channel Kindness
Lady Gaga
$39.99
Out 22 Oct 2020

A collection of fifty-one 
stories of kindness, 
bravery, and resilience 
from young people all 
over the world, intro-
duced by Lady Gaga.

OLDER READERS

YOUNG ADULT

OLDER READERS

YOUNG ADULT

‘I can’t wait to get into this one. I think 
it’ll be just as much fun as the first one!’ – 
Bronwyn Richens

http://Catvinkle and the Missing Tulips
http://Catvinkle and the Missing Tulips
http://Future Girl


October 2020

HIDDEN
GEMS

Swainton’s Fishes of 
Australia
Roger Swainston
$80.00

A fascinating overview of 
the extraordinary diversity 
of Australia’s marine and 
freshwater fishes, illustrat-
ed with Roger Swainston’s 
breathtaking artwork.

TOP FIND

Xi’an Famous Foods
Jason Wang
$49.99

A collection of 100 recipes and stories from 
Xi’an Famous Foods, the iconic New York 
restaurant and mostwell-known purveyor of 
Western Chinese cuisine in America.

The Summer Isles
Philip Marsden
$22.99

One of Britain’s foremost 
writers of place takes 
an evocative journey 
along the western coast 
of Ireland and Scotland 
to chart the perennial 
allure of this perilous 
stretch of sea.

Terra Incognita
Ian Goldin, Robert 
Muggah
$49.99

Combining mesmerising 
satellite maps with en-
lightening analysis, this 
book charts humanity’s 
impact on the planet, 
and how we can make 
a impact to save it.

http://Swainton’s Fishes of Australia
http://Swainton’s Fishes of Australia
http://Xi’an Famous Foods


LIVESTREAMED OVER FACEBOOK
IN-PERSON EVENTS AT THE ROYAL OAK BALMAIN

ROARINGSTORIES.COM/EVENTS

in conversation with Geraldine Doogue

TUES 10 NOV 7PM

GEOFF RABY

in conversation with Nikki Tugwell

MON 16 NOV 7PM

JENNY HOCKING

in conversation with Sunil Badami

THURS 19 NOV 7PM

CERIDWEN DOVEY

in conversation with Eleanor Hall 

MON 23 NOV 7PM

DON WATSON

AUTHOR EVENTS

IN-PERSON

IN-PERSON

ONLINE

ONLINE

ONLINE

ONLINE


