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READS THIS MONTH
new fiction + non-fiction + children’s + YA

November 2020

BOOK OF THE MONTH
Watsonia | Don Watson | 
$49.99

Watsonia displays the many 
sides of Don Watson: historian, 
speechwriter, social critic, 
humourist, biographer and lover 
of nature and sports. Replete 
with wit, wisdom and diverse 
pleasures, this comprehensive 
collection includes a wide-
ranging introduction by the 
author and several previously 
unpublished pieces. No other 
writer has journeyed further into 
the soul of Australia and returned 
to tell the tale.

http://Watsonia
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NEW FICTION TOP PICKS
Life After Truth
Ceridwen Dovey
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

At their 15-year reunion, 
a group of Harvard 
graduates – labouring 
with middle age, chil-
dren, unrealised dreams 
and depressing politics 
– rekindle old loves and 
resentments. 

Infinite Splendours
Sofie Laguna
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Lawrence Loman is 
a bright, caring boy 
with a gift for painting. 
But when he is ten, an 
experience of betrayal 
takes it all away.

The Autumn of the Ace
Louis de Bernières
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

A coming-of-old-age 
story that illuminates 
the effect of two World 
Wars on a generation, 
and the irrepressible 
love that can connect 
families despite great 
obstacles.

The Law of Innocence
Michael Connelly
$32.99
Out 10 Nov 2020

The Lincoln Lawyer 
Mickey Haller is back 
in this heart-stopping 
new thriller from No. 
1 bestselling author 
Michael Connelly. ‘The 
Raymond Chandler of 
this generation’ – AP

Consolation
Gary Disher
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

A riveting rural noir 
novel about the strange 
series of crimes that 
befall a small outback 
town, and the single 
police offer who must 
solve them.

Factory 19
Dennis Glover
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Hobart, 2022. Those 
whose jobs have been 
destroyed by Amazon 
and Uber and Airbnb 
are invited to fight back 
in the only way that can 
possibly succeed: by 
living as if the internet 
had never been invent-
ed.

‘A provocative and devastating read, 
told with great compassion.’ – Kate 
Prendergast

‘A page-turner told through alternating 
perspectives of uniquely flawed individ-
uals.’ – Kate Prendergast

‘Louis de Bernières is one of my 
favourite authors.’ – Tim Maloney

‘Connelly’s novels are a fixture in my 
reading life.’ – Tim Maloney

http://Life After Truth
http://Infinite Splendours
https://www.roaringstories.com.au/product/the-autumn-of-the-ace/
http://The Law of Innocence
http://Consolation
http://Factory 19
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Troy
Stephen Fry
$35.00
Out 3 Nov 2020

Following Top Ten 
bestsellers Mythos 
and Heroes, this third 
volume retells the epic 
tale of Troy. Written 
bloodily in the sands of 
a distant shore, these 
human stories still speak 
to us today.

Mr Wilder and Me
Jonathon Coe
$32.99
Out 17 Nov 2020

A young woman meets 
famed Hollywood 
director Billy Wilder in 
the sweltering summer 
of 1976. She knows 
nothing about him or his 
work, but this chance 
encounter will change 
her life for good. 

Snow
John Banville
$29.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Following the discov-
ery of the corpse of 
a highly respected 
parish priest, Detective 
Inspector St John 
Strafford is called to 
investigate. A chilling 
mystery from the Man 
Booker Prize winner.

Contacts
Mark Watson
$32.99
Out 31 Oct 2020

One man’s last journey. 
One hundred and 
fifty-eight chances to 
save his life. A beautiful 
story about the weight 
of loneliness, the impor-
tance of kindness – and 
how it’s never too late 
to reach out.

‘Just the sort of ghoulish satire my black 
heart desires.’ – Kate Prendergast

Death in Daylesford
Kerry Greenwood
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Surrounded by secrets, 
great and small, the 
formidable Miss Phryne 
Fisher returns to vanquish 
injustice. A new book 
in the series which has 
become ‘Miss Fisher’s 
Murder Mysteries’.

Reality, and Other 
Stories
John Lanchester
$24.99
Out Nov 2020

Selfie-sticks with demonic 
powers. Cold calls from 
the dead. A gathering of 
deliciously chilling enter-
tainments, as our days are 
haunted by all the ghastly 
schlock, uncanny technol-
ogies and absurd horrors 
of modern life.

http://Troy
http://Mr Wilder and Me
http://Snow
http://Contacts
http://Death in Daylesford
http://Reality, and Other Stories
http://Reality, and Other Stories
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NEW NON-FICTION TOP PICKS
One Day I’ll Remember 
This
Helen Garner
$29.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Garner’s second 
volume of diaries 
charts a tumultuous 
stage in her life (1987 
to 1995). Through it, 
we see the elevating 
power of work and 
enduring value of 
friendship.

China’s Grand Strategy
Geoff Raby
$34.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Disruption has blown 
the old world apart. The 
rise of China, Trump’s 
America First policies, 
division within Europe… 
This book contains 
answers for how Austra-
lia must position itself for 
this possibly dystopian 
future. 

Living Outside
Sharon Mackay, Diana 
Snape
$70.00
Out 27 Oct 2020

A collection of 
residential gardens 
representing the most 
ambitious and inspiring 
contemporary interpre-
tations of mid-century 
Australian design.

Palace Letters
Jenny Hocking
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Drawing on never-be-
fore-published material 
from Kerr’s archives 
and her submissions 
to the court, Hocking 
traces the collusion and 
deception behind the 
dismissal. 

What Is To Be Done
Barry Jones
$35.00
Out 3 Nov 2020

From the author of Sleep-
ers, Wake!, a long-await-
ed work on the challeng-
es of modernity and how 
we can meet them.

Cook, Eat, Repeat
Nigella Lawson
$39.99
Out 12 Nov 2020

A brilliant new book 
from Nigella Lawson 
featuring narrative 
essays about food, over 
150 new recipes and 50 
beautiful colour photo-
graphs.

http://One Day I’ll Remember This
http://One Day I’ll Remember This
http://China’s Grand Strategy
http://Living Outside
http://Cook, Eat, Repeat
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Son of the Brush
Tim Olsen
$34.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

Tim Olsen is the son 
Australia’s great living 
artist, John Olsen. This 
book is his candid 
memoir of growing 
up in the shadow of 
artistic genius, with all 
its wonder, excitement 
and bitter disappoint-
ments.

Metazoa
Peter Godfrey-Smith
$32.99
Out 4 Nov 2020

The scuba-diving philos-
opher and bestselling 
author of Other Minds 
explores the origins of 
animal consciousness.

Australia 2020
The Betoota Advocate
$32.99
Out 11 Nov 2020

Australia’s oldest and 
favourite newspaper 
details our country’s 
very rocky start to a 
new decade that was 
supposed to be one 
of great optimism and 
innovation.

A Brush with Birds
Richard Weatherly
$60.00
Out 17 Nov 2020

Falconer and artist of 
over 50 years, Richard 
accompanies his 
stunning paintings and 
sketches of birds with 
fascinating insights, 
anecdotes and 
knowledge gathered 
throughout his career.

Banks
Grantlee Kieza
$39.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

By award-winning 
bestselling writer 
Grantlee Kieza, Banks 
is a rich and rollicking 
biography of one of 
the most colourful and 
intriguing characters in 
the history of explora-
tion.

Stonefields by the 
Seasons
Paul Bangay
$59.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

More than just an 
intimate tour around 
Stonefields today, this 
book is an invitation 
to contemplate the 
essence of gardening 
and the intense rewards 
we can all gain from it.

http://Son of the Brush
http://Metazoa
http://Australian Food 
http://Australia 2020
http://A Brush with Birds
http://Banks
http://Stonefields by the Seasons
http://Stonefields by the Seasons
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NEW CHILDREN’S TOP PICKS

Dog
Shaun Tan
$19.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

A beautifully poetic 
and gorgeously illus-
trated reflection on the 
relationship between 
dogs and humans by 
acclaimed Perth artist 
and author.

Sing Me the Summer
Jane Godwin, Alison 
Lester
$24.99
Out 27 Oct 2020

Splash into summer 
with this love letter to 
the seasons, and cel-
ebrate those precious 
everyday moments.

The Fire Wombat
Jackie French
$19.99
Out 29 Oct 2020

As the flames of a 
bushfire approach, one 
small wombat shelters 
with other animals in her 
burrow. But that is just 
the beginning of their 
journey to safety.

The Tree
Graeme Base
$24.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

A sweet, heartfelt and 
funny read-a-loud with 
the feel of a classic and 
a positive message of 
peace and sharing.

Deep Dive into Deep 
Sea
Tim Flannery, Sam 
Caldwell
$26.99
Out 18 Nov 2020

Dive into the darkest 
depths of the sea with 
real-life explorer and 
scientist, Professor Tim 
Flannery.

A Really Short History of 
Nearly Everything
Bill Bryson
$32.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

A stunning new edition 
of the book about 
basically everything 
– from the centre of 
the earth to the dawn 
of the dinosaurs, and 
everything in between.

PICTURE BOOK

PICTURE BOOK PICTURE BOOK

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

PICTURE BOOK

‘Shaun’s at it again, making me teary! 
And I don’t even have a dog!’ – Sylvia 
Bozym

‘Godwin is a former children’s laureate, 
and I always find her books joyous to 
read.’ – Bronwyn Richens

http://Dog
http://Sing Me the Summer
http://The Fire Wombat
http://The Tree
http://Deep Dive into Deep Sea
http://Deep Dive into Deep Sea
http://A Really Short History of Nearly Everything
http://A Really Short History of Nearly Everything
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Bindi
Kirli Saunders, Dub 
Leffler
$16.99
Out 5 Nov 2020

A verse novel for 
mid-upper primary 
students. Written ‘for 
those who plant trees’, 
Bindi explores climate, 
bushfires, and healing. 

Super Fake Love Song
David Yoon
$16.99
Out 17 Nov 2020

From the bestselling 
author of Frankly in 
Love, a contemporary 
YA rom-com where 
a case of mistaken 
identity kicks off a string 
of (fake) events that 
just may lead to (real) 
love. 

Catch Me If I Fall
Barry Jonsberg
$16.99
Out 3 Nov 2020

After twin Aiden suffers 
a terrible injury, he isn’t 
the same. It will lead 
to a discovery that will 
turn their whole world 
upside down.

Here the Whole Time
Vitor Martins
$17.99
Out 10 Nov 2020

The ultimate feel-good 
YA romance which 
celebrates body positivi-
ty, self-acceptance and 
standing up to bullying 
and homophobia.

YOUNG ADULT

YOUNG ADULTOLDER READERS

YOUNG ADULT

‘I think I would have loved to have read 
this growing up.’ – Kate Prendergast

‘I LOVE verse novels and this one sounds 
promising’. – Bronwyn Richens

http://Bindi
http://Super Fake Love Song
http://Catch Me If I Fall
http://Here the Whole Time
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HIDDEN
GEMS

History of the World in 
100 Animals
Simon Barnes
$49.99

A fascinating insight into 
the 100 animals that have 
had the biggest influence 
on humanity over time.

TOP FIND
Strata
William Smith’s Geological Maps
$100.00

Richly illustrated, with detailed geological 
maps and photographed fossil samples, 
this definitive and accessible reference 
showcases the revolutionary work of 
William Smith, ‘father of English geology’.

Solitude & Company
Silvana Paternostro
$45.00

An oral history biogra-
phy of the legendary 
Latin American writer 
and Nobel laureate 
Gabriel García Márquez, 
brimming with atmo-
sphere and insight.

Always Add Lemons
Danielle Alvarez
$39.99

Guaranteed to delight 
anyone with a skerrick 
of kitchen ambition and 
a free afternoon.

‘This is my food/
general life philos-
ophy also. Lemon 
improves all things.’ 
– Sylvia Bozym

‘A great book to 
pick up at whim 
and slowly browse.’ 
– Nell Rendalls
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LIVESTREAMED OVER FACEBOOK
IN-PERSON EVENTS AT THE ROYAL OAK BALMAIN

ROARINGSTORIES.COM/EVENTS

in conversation with Geraldine Doogue

TUES 10 NOV 7PM

GEOFF RABY

in conversation with Nikki Tugwell

MON 16 NOV 7PM

JENNY HOCKING

in conversation with Sunil Badami

THURS 19 NOV 7PM

CERIDWEN DOVEY

in conversation with Eleanor Hall 

MON 23 NOV 7PM

DON WATSON

AUTHOR EVENTS

IN-PERSON

IN-PERSON

ONLINE

ONLINE

ONLINE

ONLINE


