
December 2020

READS THIS MONTH
new fiction + non-fiction + children’s + YA

BOOK OF THE MONTH
Loving Country | Bruce Pascoe 
& Vicky Shukuroglou | $45.00

A powerful and essential 
guidebook that offers a new way 
to travel and discover Australia 
through an Indigenous narrative.



December 2020

NEW FICTION TOP PICKS
You Exist Too Much
Zaina Arafat
$32.99
Out 24 Nov 2020

An electrifying coming-
of-age story about love, 
identity and sexual 
desire against the 
backdrop of traditional 
values and religious 
views.

Collected Stories
Shirley Hazzard
$32.99
Out 24 Nov 2020

Twenty-eight works of 
short fiction in all, Shirley 
Hazzard’s Collected 
Stories is a work of 
staggering breadth and 
talent, the first complete 
book of her short stories, 
including those previ-
ously uncollected. 

Artifact
Arlene Heyman
$29.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

An intimate and 
propulsive portrait 
of a whole woman, 
a celebration of her 
refusal to be defined 
by others’ imagina-
tions, and a meditation 
on the glorious chaos 
of biological life.

Love and Theft
Stan Parish
$29.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

What price would 
you put on a second 
chance? ‘A dark 
jewel, polished and 
precision-cut ... Love 
and Theft pays tribute 
to classic capers – and 
rivals the best of them 
for verve and ingenui-
ty.’ – AJ Finn

There’s No Such Thing 
as an Easy Job
Kikuko Tsumura
$29.99
Out 26 Nov 2020

‘Quietly hilarious and 
deeply attuned to the 
uncanny rhythms and 
deadpan absurdity of 
the daily grind.’ 
– Sharlene Teo

Missionaries
Phil Klay
$29.99
Out 3 Dec 2020

A novel of extraordinary 
suspense, Missionaries 
is an astonishment 
whose unsparing drama 
is infused with a rare 
wisdom about the 
human heart.

http://You Exist Too Much
http://Collected Stories
http://Artifact
http://Love and Theft
http://Theres No Such Thing As an Easy Job
http://Theres No Such Thing As an Easy Job
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Ready Player Two
Ernest Cline
$32.99
Out 24 Nov 2020

This long-awaited 
sequel takes us on 
another imaginative, 
fun, action-packed 
adventure through 
Cline’s beloved virtual 
universe.

Empire of Wild
Cherie Dimaline
$32.99
Out Oct 2020

A kinetic, imaginative, 
and sensuous gothic 
novel inspired by tradi-
tional Canadian Metis 
legends. ‘A rip-roaring 
read!’ – Margaret 
Atwood

Earthlings
Sayaka Murata
$29.99
Out Oct 2020

Mind-blowing, dark 
and wild, the new 
novel from Sayaka 
Murata - author of 
bestseller Convenience 
Store Woman - asks: 
how far would you go 
just to be yourself?

Take Me Apart
Sarah Sliger
$32.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

A darkly seductive 
tale of two magnetic 
women pinned down 
by secrets and lies, Take 
Me Apart is also a chill-
ing, thought-provoking 
take on art, illness and 
power, from a spell-
binding new voice in 
psychological suspense.

The Unwanted Dead
Chris Lloyd
$32.99
Out Nov 2020

To bring justice to four 
murdured refugees, a 
detective must tread 
carefully between the 
Occupation and the 
Resistance, between 
truth and lies, between 
the man he is and the 
man he was.

Leave the World Behind
Rumaan Alam
$29.99
Out Nov 2020

A magnetic novel 
about two families, 
strangers to each other, 
who are forced togeth-
er on a long weekend 
gone terribly wrong. 
Soon to be a major 
global Netflix adapta-
tion.

‘An ideal Xmas gift for fans of Philip Kerr 
and Alan Furst. I loved it.’ – Tim Maloney

‘Oh my goodness. Strap me in.’ – Kate 
Prendergast

http://Ready Player Two
http://Empire of Wild
http://Earthlings
http://Take Me Apart
http://The Unwanted Dead
http://Leave the World Behind
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NEW NON-FICTION TOP PICKS
What the Colonists 
Never Knew
Dennis Foley, Peter 
Read
$35.00
Out Dec 2020

A powerful book that 
paints a vivid picture 
of what it was like to 
grow up Aboriginal in 
Sydney, alongside the 
colonists, from 1788 to 
the present. 

The Best Australian 
Science Writing 2020
Sara Phillips
$39.99
Out Dec 2020

Now in its tenth year, 
this much-loved anthol-
ogy selects the most 
riveting, poignant and 
entertaining science 
stories and essays from 
Australian writers, poets 
and scientists.

The Rock
Aaron Smith
$29.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

The Rock explores 
the failings of our 
nation’s character, its 
unresolved past and its 
uncertain future from 
the vantage point of its 
most northerly outpost, 
Thursday Island.

Design Commune
Roman Alonso, Steven 
Johanknecht
$60.00
Out 10 Nov 2020

A journey through the 
acclaimed design stu-
dio’s effortless California 
aesthetic, ethos, and 
lifestyle.

Ultimate Campsites: 
Australia
Penny Watson
$39.99
Out 2 Dec 2020

A guide to 75 of 
the country’s most 
wild and wondrous 
campgrounds, from  
Queensland beaches, 
the pristine national 
parks of NSW, to the 
wineries of SA and the 
wilderness areas of 
Tasmania.

The Glamour Boys
Chris Bryant
$29.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

In the early 1930s, a 
group of young, queer 
British MPs visited Berlin 
on a series of trips that 
would change the 
course of the Second 
World War. A gripping, 
untold chapter of 
wartime.

http://Design Commune
Ultimate Campsites: Australia
Ultimate Campsites: Australia
http://The Glamour Boys
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The Motorcycle
Charles M Falco, Ultan 
Guilfoyle
$79.95
Out Nov 24 2020

An essential and com-
pelling exploration 
of the design, history, 
and culture of the 
motorcycle - an icon 
of the machine age. 
400 colour illustrations 
within.

Painting the Ancient 
Land of Australia
Philip Hughes
$80.00
Out 24 Nov 2020

Featuring work created 
over a span of three 
decades, a mixture 
of elegant sketches 
alongside larger 
painted artworks, the 
book presents a deeply 
personal exploration of 
a continent.

The Weirdest People in 
the World
Joseph Henrich
$39.99
Out 17 Nov 2020

Are you WEIRD: raised 
in a society that is 
Western, Educated, 
Industrialized, Rich 
and Democratic? This 
book will revolutionise 
your understanding of 
who - and how - we 
are now.

Ekstedt: The Nordic Art 
of Analogue Cooking
Niklas Ekstedt
$59.99
Out Sept 2020

Through his bold fla-
vours at the eponymous 
Michelin-starred restau-
rant, Niklas Ekstedt 
ignites our primal fire-
side instincts. His spirit 
will convince you to get 
back to basics where 
you can.

Lives of Houses
Kate Kennedy, Hermi-
one Lee
$44.99
Out Mar 2020

A group of notable 
writers – Simon Armit-
age, Julian Barnes and 
Jenny Uglow – cele-
brate our fascination 
with the houses of 
famous literary figures, 
artists, composers, and 
politicians of the past.

Ruth Bader Ginsberg 
Jane Sherron De Hart
$35.00
Out 16 Nov 2020

15 years of interviews 
and research in the 
making – historian 
De Hart explores the 
central experiences 
that crucially shaped 
Ginsburg’s passion for 
justice, her advocacy 
for gender equality, 
and her meticulous 
jurisprudence. 

http://The Motorcycle
http://Painting the Ancient Land of Australia
http://Painting the Ancient Land of Australia
http://Australian Food 
http://The Weirdest People in the World
http://The Weirdest People in the World
Ekstedt: The Nordic Art of Analogue Cooking
Ekstedt: The Nordic Art of Analogue Cooking
http://Ruth Bader Ginsberg 
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NEW CHILDREN’S TOP PICKS

When We Say Black 
Lives Matter
Maxine Beneba Clarke
$26.99
Out 24 Nov 2020

A black child’s parents 
explain what the term 
Black Lives Matter 
means to them: in 
protest and song, in joy 
and in sorrow.

Jonny Lambert’s Farm
Jonny Lambert
$16.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

A fun-filled, lift-the-flap 
board book for little 
learners, all about life 
on the farm through 
the seasons.

The Thirteenth Fairy
Melissa de la Cruz
$14.99 
Out 10 Dec 2020

The first title in Never 
After, an exciting 
contemporary fantasy 
adventure series, the 
bestselling author of 
Disney’s Descendants 
series. Perfect for fans of 
Disney’s Twisted Tales.

The Monstrous Book of 
Monsters
Jonny Duddle
$29.99
Out 1 Dec 2020

The ultimate guide to 
spotting and avoiding 
monsters with artwork 
from Jonny Duddle.

The Hospital Dog
Julia Donaldson
$26.99
Out 24 Nov 2020

A fantastic rhyming 
story from the creators 
of the bestselling picture 
book, The Detective 
Dog – winner of the 
Books Are My Bag 
Readers’ Award.

Red Stars
Davide Morosinotto
$24.99
Out Dec 2020

WIth war raging, Viktor 
and Nadya are de-
termined to find each 
other and get back 
home. Can they pick 
a path through the 
danger and destruc-
tion, with only love to 
keep them going?

PICTURE BOOK

PICTURE BOOK

PICTURE BOOK

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

‘Has a great pop up monster at the 
end!’ – Bronwyn Richens

‘Lambert’s two previous books, Ten Little 
Reindeers and Diggers, have been best 
sellers this year.’ – Bronwyn Richens

JUNIOR FICTION JUNIOR FICTION

http://When We Say Black Lives Matter
http://When We Say Black Lives Matter
http://Jonny Lambert’s Farm
http://The Thirteenth Fairy
http://The Monstrous Book of Monsters
http://The Monstrous Book of Monsters
http://The Hospital Dog
http://Red Stars
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My Life As a Cat
Carlie Sorosiak
$14.99
Out Sept 2020

A wise, funny and 
moving story of what it 
means to find a family, 
from the best-selling 
author of I, Cosmo. 

The Traitor: Wolf Girl 4
Anh Do
$15.99
Out Dec 2020

With giant snakes, 
komodo dragons and 
a whole new wolf 
pack to contend with, 
Wolf Girl will need all 
her cunning... and all 
her friends.

Into the Spotlight
Carrie Hope Fletcher 
$27.99
Out Sept 2020

A contemporary 
re-imagining of the 
much-loved classic 
Ballet Shoes from 
bestselling author and 
acclaimed performer 
Carrie Hope Fletcher.

Noah Wild and the 
Floating Zoo
Alexander McCall 
Smith  
$19.99
Out Sept 2020

It’s full-time monkey 
business on the high 
seas in this new family 
adventure the bestsell-
ing author of The No. 
1 Ladies’ Detective 
Agency series.

The Cousins
Karen McManus
$17.99
Out 10 Nov 2020

The Storys are the envy 
of their neighbours: 
owners of the largest 
property on their East 
Coast island, they are 
rich, beautiful, and 
close. Until it all falls 
apart. 

Fangirl
Rainbow Rowell, Sam 
Maggs, Gabi Nam
$24.99
Out 10 Nov 2020

The manga adapta-
tion of the beloved 
novel featuring all-new 
scenes by Rainbow 
Rowell!.

JUNIOR FICTION

JUNIOR FICTION JUNIOR FICTION

JUNIOR FICTION

YOUNG ADULT YOUNG ADULT

The Traitor: Wolf Girl 4
http://Into the Spotlight
http://The Cousins
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HIDDEN
GEMS

Leonard Cohen, Untold 
Stories: The Early Years
Michael Posner
$49.99

The extraordinary life 
of one of the world’s 
greatest music and literary 
icons, in the words of 
those who knew him best.

TOP FIND
How We Live Now
Bill Hayes 
$32.99

Featuring Hayes’s inimitable street pho-
tographs, a chronicle an unimaginable 
moment in time, offering a long-lasting 
reminder that what will get us through this 
unprecedented, deadly crisis is each other.

Sweet Dreams
Dylan Jones
$39.99

Charting the rise of 
the New Romantics, a 
scene that grew out of 
the remnants of post-
punk and developed 
quickly alongside club 
culture, ska, electroni-
ca, and goth.

Diary of an Apprentice 
Astronaut
Samantha Cristoforetti
$39.99

An enthralling memoir 
from the inspiring as-
tronaut who spent six 
months in space.


