
February 2021

READS THIS MONTH
new fiction + non-fiction + children’s + YA

BOOK OF THE MONTH
Killing Sydney | Elizabeth 
Farrelly | $34.99

A blueprint for the future of our 
city in a radically changing 
world.
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NEW FICTION TOP PICKS
O
Steven Carroll
$32.99
Out 3 Feb 2021

‘A woman writes a 
story for her lover. 
Something she always 
thought of as a fairy 
tale’.… O is the story 
of a novel that took 
on a life of its own and 
mirrored its times in a 
way the author never 
dreamt of.

Dead Letters
Michael Brissenden
$32.99
Out 27 Jan 2021

A dead politician. A 
decades-old unsolved 
murder. A hornet’s nest 
is about to be stirred. A 
compulsive thriller that 
takes up from the seedy 
streets of Sydney to the 
corridors of power in 
Canberra.

Pizza Girl
Jean Kyoung Frazier
$24.99
Out 7 Oct 2020

A bold, tender book 
about the relationship 
that unfolds between 
a pregnant pizza 
delivery girl and a 
stay-at-home mum, 
who comes to depend 
on weekly deliveries of 
pickle-covered pizzas 
for her son’s happiness.

The Imitator
Rebecca Starford
$29.99
Out 1 Feb 2021

‘We trade in secrets 
here, Evelyn. There’s 
no shame in having a 
few of your own. Our 
only concern is for who 
might discover them.’ A 
page-turning World War 
Two spy thriller, based 
on true events.

Born Into This
Adam Thompson
$29.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

Engaging, thought-pro-
voking stories from a 
Tasmanian Aboriginal 
author who addresses 
universal themes 
– identity, racism, 
heritage destruction – 
from a wholly original 
perspective.

A Bright Ray of Darkness
Ethan Hawke
$32.99
Out 2 Feb 2021 

The first novel in nearly 
twenty years from the 
acclaimed actor/writer/
director is a book about 
art and love, fame and 
heartbreak – a blistering 
story of a young man 
making his Broadway 
debut in Henry IV just as 
his marriage implodes.
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Pippo and Clara
Diana Rosie
$32.99
Out 9 Feb 2021
 
Set in Italy 1938, this is 
the story of a family 
and a country divided, 
and how so much of 
our lives hinges on 
chance. Will siblings 
Clara and Pippo – and 
their mother – find 
each other again?

A Crooked Tree
Una Mannion
$27.99
Out 1 Feb 2021

What would you do as 
you watch your little 
sister getting smaller in 
the rear view window? 
The story of Libby and 
her siblings over one 
long hot summer, and 
how one decision can 
have terrible unintend-
ed consequences...

The Devils You Know
Ben Sanders
$29.99
Out 1 Feb 2021

The author of American 
Blood strikes again 
in a mile-a-minute 
white-knuckle ride 
through the heart 
of darkness in sunny 
California.

Milk Fed
Melissa Broder
$29.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

A scathingly funny, 
wildly erotic and fiercely 
imaginative story about 
food, sex and god, 
featuring ‘lapsed Jew’ 
Rachel who has made 
calorie restriction her 
religion.

Deacon King Kong
James McBride
$32.99
Out Nov 2020

A funny, heartbreaking 
book about a com-
munity under threat, 
and the ways people 
pull together in an age 
when the old rules are 
being rewritten.

The Price of Two 
Sparrows
Christy Collins
$29.99
Out 27 Jan 2021

The story of an ornithol-
ogist fighting a losing 
battle to protect the 
birds in his beachside 
suburb, and his migrant 
housekeeper fighting 
to claim her space in a 
new life.

Chosen by Barack Obama as a 
favourite read of 2020 ‘An elegantly structured study of 

migration and community in Australia.’ 
– B&P

‘Sanders’ prose is sharper than a 
switchblade’ – SMH

“

“
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NEW NON-FICTION TOP PICKS
Land: How the Hunger 
for Ownership Shaped 
the Modern World
Simon Winchester
$34.99
Out 3 Feb 2021

A global study, this is 
an exquisite explora-
tion of what the own-
ership of land might 
really mean – not in 
dry-as-dust legal terms, 
but for the people who 
live on it.

Truth-Telling 
Henry Reynolds
$34.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

Influential historian 
Henry Reynolds pulls 
the rug from dangerous 
assumptions, making 
urgently clear that the 
Uluru Statement is no 
rhetorical flourish but 
carries the weight of 
history and law and 
gives us a map for the 
future.

The Secret of Half- 
Arsed Parenting
Dr Susie O’Brien
$32.99
Out 1 Feb 2021

Searching for per-
mission to drop your 
standards, ditch the 
guilt and relax? Find 
here a practical, 
entertaining antidote 
to the extreme stress of 
modern parenting.

Growing Up Disabled in 
Australia
Carly Findlay (ed)
$29.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

A rich collection of 
writing from those 
negotiating disability in 
their lives. Contributors 
include senator Jordon 
Steele-John, paralympi-
an Isis Holt, Dion Beasley 
and Astrid Edwards.

Simple Italian
Silvia Colloca
$39.99 
Out 23 Feb 2021

The essential dishes 
and techniques that 
are at the heart of the 
world’s most popular 
cuisine. With 100 
recipes and countless 
tips and tricks, you’ll be 
cooking like a nonna in 
no time.

Loud
Tana Douglas
$34.99
Out 3 Feb 2021

The first woman roadie 
in the world shares 
stories of a rock n roll 
life. Whether wran-
gling Iggy Pop across 
Europe, or donning 
a tailor-made suit to 
do lights for Elton at 
Windsor Castle, Tana 
did it all.
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Greetings from 
Trumpland
Zoe Daniel, Roscoe 
Whalan
$34.99
Out 17 Feb 2021

An inside look at the 
historic one-term pres-
idency that shook up 
the global order, and 
an insightful examina-
tion into how America, 
and the world, faces 
the future.

The New Climate War
Michael E. Mann
$35.00
Out 20 Jan 2021

Renowned scientist 
draws the battle lines 
between the people 
and the polluters and 
outlines a plan for 
forcing our govern-
ments and corporations 
to make real change.

How to Avoid a 
Climate Disaster
Bill Gates
$39.99
Out 16 Feb 2021

Business leader Bill 
Gates sets out a 
wide-ranging, prac-
tical and accessible 
plan for how the world 
can get to zero green-
house gas emissions 
in time to avoid a 
climate catastrophe.

Summertime
Danielle Celermajer 
$24.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

A different kind of 
nature writing, written 
in the shadow of the 
bushfires that ravaged 
Australia. A howl in the 
forest and an elegy for 
a country’s soul, these 
meditations are lyrical, 
tender and profound.

Buried Not Dead
Fiona McGregor
$26.95
Out 1 Feb 2021

A collection of essays 
on art, performance, 
sexuality and the life of 
the city, written by an 
award-winning novelist 
and performance artist 
with a deep involve-
ment in the worlds she 
represents.

With My Little Eye
Sandra Hogan
$29.99
Out 5 Jan 2021

The very funny true story 
of three children re-
cruited by their parents 
to work for ASIO in the 
1950s, who became 
unwitting foot soldiers 
in Australia’s battle 
against Soviet infiltration 
in the Cold War.

‘Read his book, and let’s get to work.’– 
Bill Nye“

An uncompromising and invigorating 
take on the scenes, people and culture 
of Australia’s last few decades. – Kate



February 2021

NEW CHILDREN’S TOP PICKS

Iceberg 
Claire Saxby
$24.99
Out 1 Feb 2021

Ocean, sky, snow and 
ice - minute greens 
and giant blues - 
dance a delicate 
dance in this evoca-
tive portrayal of the life 
cycle of an iceberg.

Brand New Boy
David Almond
$24.99 
Out 3 Feb 2021

Acclaimed story-
teller David Almond 
applies his distinctive 
warmth and charm 
to the subject of 
artificial intelligence in 
a thought-provoking 
story set in his native 
north-east of England.

The Last Bear
Hannah Gold
$19.99
Out 3 Feb 2021

Imagine making friends 
with a polar bear… 
Perfect for readers 
of 8+ and beautifully 
illustrated throughout, 
this moving story is an 
irresistible adventure 
with a heart as big as a 
bear’s.

PICTURE BOOK

North and South
Sandra Morris
$27.99
Out 17 Feb 2021 
 
Follow month-by-
month some of the 
world’s most-loved 
Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere animals 
and the ways their 
climates affect the 
way they live.

Water World
Ben Rothery
$45.00
Out 27 Feb 2021 
 
A rich exploration of 
creatures from coastal 
and offshore waters, 
and how our own 
actions affect the 
ocean, its inhabitants 
and our whole planet.

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

Marie Curie and Her 
Daughters
Imogen Greenberg 
$27.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

Join three incredible 
women as they win 
Nobel Prizes, overcome 
tragedies, travel around 
the world and change 
the history of science 
forever.

ILLUSTRATED 
NONFICTION

JUNIOR FICTION JUNIOR FICTION

‘An expert merging of knowledge with 
grace.’ – B&P“
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Tiger Daughter
Rebecca Lim
$16.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

Wen Zhou is the only 
child of Chinese immi-
grants whose move to 
the lucky country has 
proven to be not so 
lucky. A hopeful novel 
about growing up 
Asian in Australia.

The Boy from the Mish
Gary Lonesborough
$19.99
Out 1 Feb 2021

A funny, heart-warm-
ing queer Indigenous 
novel set in a rural 
Australian community 
about a young man 
finding the courage 
to explore who he is, 
even if it scares him.

The Girls I’ve Been
Tess Sharpe
$17.99
Out 9 Feb 2021

An ex con artist, Nora 
has always got herself 
out of tricky situations. 
But when she’s taken 
hostage in a bank 
heist, this time Nora 
doesn’t have an 
escape plan ...

YOUNG ADULT

YOUNG ADULTYOUNG ADULT

YOUNG ADULT

The Mysterious Disap-
pearance of Aidan S.
David Levithan
$16.99
Out 2 Feb 2021

After disappearing for 
six days, Aidan reap-
pears. The story he tells 
is impossible. He sticks 
to it even when taunted 
at school. His brother 
wants to believe him – 
but how can he? 

JUNIOR FICTION

A Court of Silver Flames
Sarah J. Maas
$29.99
Out 16 Feb 2021

Nesta and Cassian must 
fight monsters within 
and without if they are 
to stand a chance 
against the enemies of 
their court. The ultimate 
risk will be searching for 
acceptance in each 
other.

Game Changer
Neal Shusterman
$18.99
Out 17 Feb 2021

An ambitious and 
magnetic novel from 
the New York Times 
bestselling Neal Shuster-
man, about a teenage 
American football 
player forced into a 
series of a parallel lives.

YOUNG ADULT
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HIDDEN
GEMS

The Daughters of Yalta
Catherine Katz
$34.99

The untold story of three 
daughters of diploma-
cy: Anna Roosevelt, 
Sarah Churchill, and 
Kathleen Harriman, who 
accompanied their 
famous fathers to the 
Yalta Conference.

TOP FIND
The Walker
Matthew Beaumont 
$39.99

In a series of riveting intellectual rambles, 
Matthew Beaumont, retraces a history of 
the walker.

Pre-Fab Living
Avi Friedman
$49.99 

From cabins to contain-
ers, this international 
overview showcases 
a new generation of 
innovative homes that 
save space, are kinder 
to the planet and cost 
less to build.

The Red Adventure
Luca Viglio
$59.99

A stunning photo album 
exploring the beauty 
of Australia riding a 
Ducati, riding along 
some of the world’s 
wildest and most beau-
tiful dirt roads.
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ELIZABETH FARRELLY

online event

NEW DATE
17 Feb, 7pm

Roaring Stories  
Facebook Live

i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h
S u n i l  B a d a m i

Part lovesong, part 
warning, Farrelly’s 
hotly anticipated 

book is a blueprint 
for the future of our 

city in a radically 
changing world.

SUNIL BADAMI

ELIZABETH FARRELLY

Registrations to see this event live are now 
closed. Those who registered will be contacted. 
Find out how more about this event by visiting 
the Events page of the Roaring Stories website.

FREE
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Balmain’s independent bookstore

268 Darling St Balmain NSW 2041
info@roaringstories.com.au

(02) 9810 5613

Mon – Sat: 9am –6pm
Sun: 9am – 4pm

www.roaringstories.com.au

Facebook: @roaringstories268
Twitter: @roaringstories

Instagram: @roaring_stories


