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YOUR MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS
The best books for JUNE as chosen by Australia’s leading booksellers

ADULT FICTION
Horse
Geraldine Brooks

Galatea
Madeline Miller

The Island
Adrian McKinty

HACHETTE AUSTRALIA
HB $39.99

BLOOMSBURY
HB $9.99

HACHETTE AUSTRALIA
TPB $32.99

An extraordinary
adventure that unfolds
over parallel lines,
Horse ties together
narratives from the Civil
War to contemporary
USA. An art historian and Smithsonian
scientist discover equine artifacts that lead
them to champion racehorse Lexington
and enslaved groomer Jarret, weaving a
spellbinding narrative of horseracing, slavery
and race history. 15 June release.

Black River
Matthew Spencer
ALLEN & UNWIN
TPB $32.99

A young woman’s
body is discovered in
the grounds of Prince
Albert College, victim of
a serial killer prowling
the Paramatta river.
It’s a blistering summer in Sydney and the
taskforce assigned to the case is desperate
to stop the killer before he strikes again.
Detective Sergeant Rose Riley follows a lead
to journalist Adam Bowen, whose past just
might break the case open, or send the entire
investigation crashing down.

The Family String
Denise Picton
ULTIMO PRESS
TPB $32.99

Dorcas, aged 12,
lives with her family
of Christadelphians in
1960’s Adelaide. She
and her siblings have
dreams of owning pets,
writing books and playing football, but they
are forbidden to be ‘of the world.’ While
Dorcas, Caleb and Daniel try to suppress
their desires to break free, their youth
betrays the effort, and their familial bonds are
severely tested. A heartbreaking and tender
coming-of-age debut.

Carved by Pygmalion, the
ivory statue of Galatea
is brought to life when
the goddess of love,
Aphrodite, answers
the sculptor’s prayers.
Pygmalion desires total control of his beautiful
supplicant wife, but Galatea has a mind of
her own of her, and limits to her husband’s
ghastly treatment. Short, sharp brilliance from
the master re-teller of Greek mythology and
prize-winning author of The Song of Achilles.

The Woman in the
Library
Sulari Gentill
ULTIMO PRESS
TPB $32.99

Hannah Tigone,
bestselling Australian
crime author, is working
on a novel set in the
Boston Public Library where a woman has
been murdered and there are four key
suspects. While writing this new thriller,
Hannah shares each chapter with her biggest
fan and would be novelist, Leo, who seems
to know a lot about motives and how to kill
someone. A literary murder mystery that will
keep you guessing to the end.

Death at the
Belvedere
Sue Williams
TEXT PUBLISHING
TPB $32.99

When unlicensed
investigator Cass
Tuplin’s sister comes
to her for help with her
boyfriend it’s not the usual boy trouble she’s
expecting. Ben has been murdered and
Helen desperately needs something out of
his Fitzroy apartment and avoid becoming a
‘person of interest’. Cass reluctantly agrees to
help. After all, how much trouble could they
get in to…

Tom and his family are in
Australia for a holiday after
a difficult year at home
back in the States. After
talking to some locals they
decide to visit a remote
private island in search of the wildlife they
haven’t seen yet. Whilst there, a terrible car
accident changes everything and leads to a
terrifying chain of events. What will Tom do to
keep his family alive. Another heart-stopping
thriller from the author of The Chain.

Bitter Orange Tree
Jokha Alharthi
SIMON & SCHUSTER
TPB $29.99

Zuhur, an Omani
student living in Britain,
is caught between the
past and present. As she
navigates assimilation
into British life, Zuhur
reflects on her relationship with Bint Amir, a
woman she thought of as her grandmother
but in fact shares a bond even closer than
blood. Man Booker International winner Jokha
Alharthi returns with this intricate mosaic
of narratives around Bint Amir’s past and
Zuhur’s search for agency in the present.

Bone Memories
Sally Piper
UQP
TPB $32.99

It is sixteen years since
Billie’s daughter Jess
was murdered, and Billie
holds onto the memory—
and the site of Jess’s
death—like a life-raft. Jess’s legacy reaches
through the family and her son Daniel, who
was just a baby when she died, and Daniel’s
stepmother Carla feel trapped by the trauma
and seek a way out. A beautiful, heartwrenching meditation on memory and loss.

NON-FICTION
Russia
Anthony Beevor

Happy-Go-Lucky
David Sedaris

W&N
HB $55.00

LITTLE, BROWN
TPB $29.99

From the bestselling
historian and author of
Stalingrad, comes a
new history of Russia’s
revolution and civil
war. Between 1917 and 1921 a devastating
struggle took place in Russia following the
collapse of the Tsarist empire. Many regard this
savage civil war as the most influential event
of the modern era. Using the most up to date
scholarship and archival research, Antony
Beevor, assembles the complete picture of this
world-changing event in a gripping narrative.

Back when restaurant
menus were still
printed on paper and
wearing a mask was a
decision made mostly
on Halloween, David
Sedaris spent his time doing normal things.
But then the pandemic hit and as the world
gradually settles into a new reality, Sedaris
too finds himself changed. In Happy-GoLucky, David Sedaris once again captures
what is most unexpected, hilarious, and
poignant in his incomparable style.

537 Days of
Winter
David Knoff

Swimming Home:
A Memoir
Judy Cotton

AFFIRM PRESS
TPB $32.99

BLACK INC.
TPB $29.99

As a station leader at
the Davis Research
Station in Antarctica,
David Knoff was leading
11 expeditioners in
a standard six-month mission when the
COVID-19 pandemic hit, and their ride home
was cancelled. Facing unprecedented
challenges, David would need all his
experience as an infantry platoon commander
and diplomat to keep the team safe and get
them home. A high-octane, sub-zero story
unlike any other.

In this stunning memoir,
full of black humour
and razor-sharp
observations, visual
artist Judy Cotton captures the intricacies
of family relationships and the push–pull
of home. Sent to boarding school from the
age of four, Judy yearned for her parents
but found them increasingly controlling.
Her desire for freedom eventually took her
overseas, where she finally discovered
belonging in the art scene. But the undertow
of home was impossible to escape.

Pain & Privilege:
Inside Le Tour
Sophie Smith
ULTIMO PRESS
TPB $34.99

Every year, Le Tour de
France puts on one
of the great viewing
spectacles of the year,
showcasing extraordinary human endurance
and sporting achievement. But underneath
the facade, it’s a different story—a story of
suffering, sacrifice and pain. In 11 chapters,
one for each stage of the Tour, Sophie Smith
peels back the layers, taking us behind the
scenes of the race and the characters who
compete in it.

Eat Weeds
Diego Bonetto
THAMES & HUDSON
AUSTRALIA
HB $49.99

From forest to
seaside, riverbank
to city street—even
your own yard—there
is wild food and medicine available to those
who know where to look. In the face of global
challenges, we seek to empower ourselves
with the information and skills that enable
self-reliance and equip us to care for our
families and communities. Eat Weeds shows
you how to engage with wild food sources,
transforming your neighbourhood into an
edible adventure.

CHILDREN & YA
Zadie Ma and the
Dog Who Chased
the Moon
Gabrielle Wang

Wylah: the Koorie
Warrior Book 1
Jordan Gould and
Richard Pritchard

PUFFIN AUSTRALIA
PB $16.99

ALLEN & UNWIN
PB $15.99

Zadie Ma writes magical
stories and sometimes
they come true. She
really wants a dog so starts to write the story
of a dog called Jupiter who’s waiting to be
rescued by a girl just like Zadie. Can she
write the rest of the story to have the dream
ending she wants? A heartwarming story from
the 2022-2023 Australian Children’s Laureate.

Wylah dreams of
becoming an art teacher
but when her family is
stolen by the dragon army she must unite
the Guardians and save her people. Will
she be able to become a warrior like her
Grandmother and rescue her family? The
first in a new middle grade adventure series
inspired by First Nations history.

70 Wellington Street
Kerang, 3579, AU
0403 714 260
amanda@thelittlebluebookshop.com.au

What We All Saw
Mike Lucas
PENGUIN AUSTRALIA
PB $19.99

In a small English
country town in the
1970s, four friends make
their way to the local
quarry, a place said to
be notorious for witch
burnings and drownings. When Sam and his
friends encounter the local bully at the quarry,
they see something straight out of their worst
nightmares. A creepy story full of suspense
for those ready to be scared, just a little. 12+

